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Focus  on  the  Future 


T 


he    literature 


on  board 
governance  concludes 
that  the  bridge  between 
a  school's  Statement  of  Purpose 
and  its  policies  is  its  strategic 
plan  (National  Association  of 
Independent  Schools  Trustees' 
Handbook).  Such  a  plan  sets 
forth  what  a  school  must 
accomplish  in  the  next  three  to 
five  years  in  order  to  thrive,  as  it 
strives  to  fulfill  its  mission  most 
effectively.  The  plan  takes  into 
account  the  external  and 
internal  world  in  which  the 
School  exists,  establishes  goals 


WiUiam  Mitchell,  Headmaster 


on  the  enrollment  patterns  in 
English-language  schools  on 
and  off  the  Island  of  Montreal. 
As  a  result  of  our 
deUberations,  eleven  Task 
Forces  have  been  struck.  Each 
wUl  be  scheduled  to  report  to 
the  Board  over  the  next  twelve- 
to-fourteen  months.  Below  is  a 
list  of  the  chairs  of  each  Task 
Force. 

We  will  be  keeping  all 
members  of  the  school 
communit)'  informed  of  our 
progress  in  subsequent 
publications. 


and  action  plans  that  guide  yearly  operations,  and         The  retreat  was  successful  on  all  counts.  Over 
sets  forth  methods  and  timetables  for  achie\ing     the  ensuing  months,  we  will  be  building  on  the 


momenmm  it  has  generated   for  articulating  an 
effective  strategic  plan  for  Selw^n  House. 


1 


Task  Force  Chairs 

Academic  —  Neil  Matheson 


the  plan's  objectives. 

With  June  25,  2002  as  the  date  for  construction 
to  begin  on  our  Making  Room  for  the  Future 
project,  it  is  time  for  the  Board  to  focus  on 
ensuring  that  the  School  has  plans  and  resources 
for  the  fumre  and  diat  it  takes  advantage  of  the  2.  Athletics  —  Duncan  Campbell 
improved  facilities.  3.  Finance  —  )im  Coristine 

Consequentiy,  on  March  8  and  9,  a  total  of      4.  Fundraising  —  John  Hallward 
twenty-eight  stakeholders,  including  members  of      5.  Building  and  Propert}'  —  Bryan  Fitzpatrick 
the   Board    of    Directors,    the    Parent   \  olunteer      6.  Long-Range  Planning  — 
Association,  and  the  School's  management  team,  Wendy  MacDonald  and  Prosanto  Chaudhury 

met  to  begin  a  strategic  planning  process.  The      7.  Admission  and  Marketing  — 

Jonathan  Goldbloom 


focus    of    this    "retreat"    was    to    identify    and 
prioritize    important    strategic    issues    facing    the 


8.  Facult}'  Recruitment,  Compensation 
and  Professional  Development  —  John  Carsley 

9.  Technology  —  Susan  Einhorn 

1 0.  International  Baccalaureate  —  Ted  Claxton 


School  and  to  schedule  the  way  the  Board  wiU 
address  these  issues. 

As  well,  we  heard  an  excellent  presentation  bv 
Mrs.  Sarah  Friedman  of  the  Missisquoi  Instimte     11.  Nominating  Committee  — 
on  relevant  demographics  concerning  the  English-  Michael  Goldbloom 

speaking  population  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and 
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SHS  Big  Brothers  Programme  Growing 


B\-  Corey  Zalcman  1 1  'B 


Wliilc  exploring  the  Communin'  Service  Fair 
last  October,  I  was  surprised  to  notice  our 
school  counselor,  Ms.  Shulman,  sitting 
behind  her  own  booth.  Curious  as  to  her  booth's 
purpose,  I  listened  to  an  explanation  she  was  gi\ing  to 
one  of  mv  peers.  She  said  that  she  was  txving  to  rally 
Senior  students  to  guide  younger  students  who  needed 
a  mentor.  Intrigued  by  this  unique  opportunity;  I 
decided  to  join  the  SHS  Big  Brothers  Programme. 

SelwTn  students  are  usually  eager  to  help,  and  most 
of  us  have  been  invoked  in  fundraising  and  manual 
labor  ser\ice  projects,  but  the  SHS  Big  Brothers 
Programme  offered  a  chance  for  ongoing  hands-on 
experience  helping  vounger  kids.  Over  tliirt)'  Senior 
boys  volunteered,  agreeing  to  contact  their  Uttle 
brothers  at  school  weekly,  to  spend  rime  with  their  litde 
brothers  once  a  month  on  weekends  or  after  school, 
and  to  attend  regular  meetings  with  all  the  big  brothers 
to  plan  aca\nties  and  discuss  problems. 

After  winter  break,  Ms.  Shulman  got  the  wheels 
rolling  on  her  programme.  WTien  she  convened  a  lunch 
meeting  in  mid- January,  she  told  all  participants  that 
she  actually  had  more  big  brothers  than  litde  brotliers. 
Evenmally,  twent^'-five  of  us  were  paired  with  great 
younger  guys.  Even  after  several  encounters  with  our 
litde  brothers,  some  of  us  still  needed  help  to  get  doings 
rolling,  so  Ms.  Shulman  organized  an  ice-breaking 
event  in  the  Red  Room.  This  allowed  every  litde 
brother  to  meet  every  big  brother  and  form  bonds  to 
strengthen  their  relationships.  The  first  ever  SHS  Big 
Brother  Bash  was  a  great  success,  and  everyone  left 
with  a  smile  on  his  face,  both  the  big  brothers  and  their 
younger  friends. 

The  Big  Brother  Bash  Number  Two  was  even 
better.  Mr.  Tim  Peters,  an  SHS  Grade  2  teacher, 
volunteered  to  run  the  acti\'ities  in  the  gym,  and,  by  the 
end  of  Bash  Number  Two,  we  had  formed  four  strong 
groups  with  chants  and  songs  to  go  along  with  our 
team  names.  We  spun,  we  tossed,  we  tied  ourselves  in 
knots  and  a  great  time  was  had  by  all. 

As  the  programme  continues,  Ms.  Shulman  will 
continue  to  plan  events  for  everyone.  In  addition,  older 
brothers  will  be  taking  it  upon  themselves  to  make  their 
own  arrangements  to  spend  qualit)-  time  with  their 
younger  brothers.  I  would  like  to  thank  her,  on  behalf 
of  every  big  and  litde  brother,  for  allowing  us  to  have 
this  incredible  experience  that  benefits  the  older  and 
younger  students  alike.  I'm  sure  this  programme  will 
continue  for  many  years  to  come. 


Big  brother  is  watching  out  for  you.  Above,  clockwise 

from  bottom  left:  big  brothers  Boule  Nguyen  llA, 

Thomas  CrowTi  lOB,  Geoff  VendeviUe  9A,  Jeff  Barkun 

lOB,  and  Nuno  Tang  IOC  entangled  with  little  brothers 

WiUiam  Fletcher  5A,  Niivnish  Beejan  2A,  Michael  Smith 

3A  and  Justin  Arsenault  KB  (partially  hidden).  Below: 

putting  their  heads  together  are  (clockwise  from  bottom 

left),  Maximilien  Garneau-Pillet  2A,  Adam  Ribkoff  3B, 

Eddie  Cho  IIC,  Thomas  Winiarski  IIB,  Francis  Di  Stasio 

5B,  Stephane  Cote  IIB,  Eloi-K'ai  Bernier-Chen  2A,  and 

Sher\\in  Kong  llA. 
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Parents  L.earn  About  h 


By  Richard  Wills,  Newsletter  editor 


Rarely  is  so  much  vital 
information  presented 
in  such  an  enjoyable 
format.  On  April  3,  about 
200  parents  and  students 
from  SeKvvn  House  and 
Trafalgar  Schools  heard  Dr. 
Kathie  Nunley  explain  the 
basics  of  brain  function,  and 
how  it  affects  the  lives  of 
adults  as  well  as  the  learning 
habits  of  their  children. 

An  animated  and  witty 
speaker.  Dr.  Nunley  kept  her 
audience  laughing  as  she  led 
them  through  what  might 
otherwise  have  been  a  dry, 
technical  lecture  on  the 
science  of  neurophysiology. 

Dr.  Nunley  is  an  educational  psychologist  and  secondary 
school  teacher  in  Salt  Lake  Cit};  Utah.  She  is  also  the 
mother  of  four  children,  some  of  whom  have  learning 
difficulties.  She  is  currendy  involved  in  a  project  with  die 
Universit}-  of  Utah  that  uses  brain-imaging  technology  to 
smdy  die  learning  process  in  adolescents. 

She  explained  that  rote  day-to-day  activities,  such  as 
driving  or  simple  reading,  are  controlled  by  lower  regions  of 
our  nervous  system,  such  as  the  spinal  cord.  The  higher 
regions,  like  the  cerebrum,  only  come  into  use  when  new 
information  is  first  acquired,  or  when  new  concepts  are 
formed.  Ideally,  the  learning  process  should  force  a  smdent 
to  use  his  higher  brain.  "We  need  to  work  at  getting 
students  out  of  their  spinal  cords,"  she  said. 

Dr.  Nunley  said  that  teenagers  t\'pically  have  problems 
dealing  with  responses  arising  out  of  what  is  commonly 
known  as  the  reptilian  brain,  the  region  that  governs  fear 
reactions  and  sex  drive,  among  other  things.  A  person's 
behaviour  in  these  areas  depends  on  how  effectively  the 
impulsive  reactions  of  the  hypothalamus  are  controlled  by 
the  moderating  regions  of  the  prefrontal  cortex,  which 
does  not  reach  full  development  until  about  age  21. 
"Children  who  are  raised  in  fight-or-flight  worlds  tend  to  be 
h\-pothalamus-driven,"  Dr.  Nunley  said.  "Sometimes  we 
have  to  be  the  voice  of  the  prefrontal  cortex  in  our  kids." 

Dr.  Nunley  also  explained  how  the  brain  reacts  to  drugs 
such  as  alcohol  or  cocaine,  which  mimic  the  brain's  natural 
feel-good  chemical,  dopamine.  After  long-term  drug  use, 
the  brain  destroys  its  natural  dopamine  receptor  cells 
because  they  are  not  being  used.  Even  when  drug  use  is 
discontinued,  some  brains  cannot  re-grow  the  damaged 


Dr.  Nunley  fields  questions  from  the  audience. 


dopamine  receptor  cells. 
Such  people  are  more  prone 
to  addiction. 

"Adolescent  brains  are 
particularly  susceptible  to 
alcohol  damage,"  she 
warned. 

All  teachers  are  aware  that 
the  challenge  of  holding 
students'  attention  has  been 
exacerbated  by  the  faster 
pace  of  today's  MTA'  \'ideo- 
game  world.  "Today's 
adolescent  can  absorb 
novelt)'  much  faster  than  we 
can,"  Dr.  Nunley  said.  "But 
we're  still  teaching  in  a 
traditional   way,    and    that's 


where  we  lose  them." 

She  says  that  smdents  will  pay  attention  if  they  feel  they 
are  doing  so  by  their  own  choice.  "People  want  some 
control,"  she  says.  "If  you  don't  give  it  to  them,  tiiey're 
going  to  take  it." 

Dr.  Nunley  described  in  detail  die  physical  process  of 
learning,  in  which  new  branches  between  brain  cells,  called 
dendrites,  are  grown.  Most  of  this  "new  wiring"  of  the 
brain  takes  place  during  sleep.  That  is  why  young  people 
must  get  adequate  sleep  if  they  are  to  integrate  new  ideas 
into  their  thinking  process.  "Children  in  grades  9  through 
12  need  8.5  hours  of  sleep  per  night  for  a  properly 
maintained  brain,"  she  said.  Smdents  in  grades  5-8  need  ten 
hours;  those  in  grades  1-4  need  10.5. 

The  situation  is  complicated  further  by  the  fact  that  the 
sleep  cycles  of  adolescents  are  different  from  adults.  She 
categorized  people  as  "larks"  or  "owls"  depending  on 
whether  they  hit  dieir  mental  stride  in  the  morning  or 
afternoon.  "Most  adolescents  are  owls  living  in  a  lark 
world,"  she  said. 

The  process  of  cultivating  new  dendrite  connections 
carries  on  throughout  adulthood.  Dr.  Nunley  said.  The  best 
way  for  adults  to  forestall  the  onset  of  dementia  is  to 
continue  growing  new  neural  pathways  into  later  Hfe. 

"Once  you  grow  those  branches,  you  can  keep  them  the 
rest  of  your  life  and  use  them  for  other  activities,"  she  said. 
"In  the  game  of  life,  he  or  she  with  the  most  branches 
wins." 

Dr.  Nunley 's  advice:  "Go  out  of  your  way  to  do  things 
that  are  difficult." 

Like  parenting,  perhaps? 

(For  more  information,  visit  www.brains.org) 
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Headmaster  for  a  Day  Helps  Fight  Cancer 


Vyy  \\K-\r.\\\\  Wills,  .\Vw.r/("//c/-c-dir()r 


W 


li.u  would  voii  do  it  vou 
could  hold  the  most 
important    otficc    in    the 


School  tor  t>nc  dayr  Brendan  Kcefe 
3B  used  the  opportunit)'  to  raise 
money  to  help  tight  cancer. 

Brendan's  parents  won  the 
honour  for  him  in  the  Silent  Auction 
at  the  School's  2(101  Fall  F.\ent.  How- 
he  exercised  his  newfound  power 
was  up  to  him.  "He  had  a  real  hand 
in  the  planning  and  promoting  of  it," 
says  his  teacher,  Laune  McMurdo. 

Brendan  polled  his  classmates  for 
ideas,  and  came  up  with  a  plan  for  a 
fun  and  educational  dav.  It  started 
with  breakfast  with  his  parents. 
Headmaster  Mitchell  and  homeroom 
teacher,  Ms.  McMurdo.  After  that, 
Brendan  took  over  the  Head's  duties 
while  Mr.  Mitchell  took  over  the  job 
of  teaching  Brendan's  class. 

For  a  one-dollar  donation,  an\ 
student  was  exempted  from  the 
School's  dress  code,  getting  a  "free  dress"  day.  Everyone, 
that  is,  except  the  acting  Headmaster,  who  had  to  maintain 
proper  decorum  while  busv  in  his  large  second-floor  office 
making  very  important  executive  calls  to  verv  important 

Below,  breakfast  with  parents  Paul  and 

Brigitte  Keefe  (seated)  and  Headmaster 

Mitchell.  Right,  head  table  at  lunch  (from 

left)  Ali  Shahabi,  Brendan,  Jonathan  Levitt, 

Headmaster  Mitchell,  Raymond  Furtado, 

Ms.  McMurdo,  and  Nikki  Papich. 


his  mom  and  dad. 
got      to      treat 


people,  like... 

Brendan  got  to  treat  his 
schoolmates  to  his  favourite  lunch: 
hamburgers,  chips,  chocolate  milk 
and  May  Wests.  During  lunch,  he  sat 
w  ith  Ms.  McMurdo  and  Headmaster 
Mitchell  at  the  dining  room's  head 
table. 

After  school,  Brendan  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  SHS  Board  of 
Directors,  where  he  gave  a  Power- 
Point presentation  entitled  "My  Dav 
in  Cirade  3." 

As  the  tinal  administrative  act  of 
his  brief  tenure,  Brendan  wrote  the 
tolknving  letter: 

To  Whom  it  May  Concern, 

My  name  is  Brendan  Keefe.  J  am  nine 
years  old,  and  I  go  to  Seliiyn  House  Sclmol. 
On  February  19, 1  was  "Headmaster  for  a 
Day"  at  my  sclwol.  I  got  to  sit  in  tlie  office, 
clmose  the  lunch,  and  everybody  got  free 
dress  that  day.  I  decided  to  charge  everyone 
one  dollar  for  free  dress.  I  raised  about 
S3  92,  and  wanted  to  donate  it  to  tlie  Canadian  Cancer  S octet}' 
because  I  hope  you  can  buy  medicine  witli  it  to  give  to  cancer  patients 

Sincerely, 
Brendan  Keefe 
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-L  'Expo-sciences 

Par  Chantal  Simard,  professeur  de  sciences  a  I'elementaire 


I  Is  etaient  plus  de  cent  dix  et  ils  ont  grandement 
contribue  au  succes  de  la  sixieme  edition  de  I'Expo- 
sciences  a  I'elementaire.  Ces  eleves  de  3e  a  6e  annee  ont 
prepare  67  projets  d'experimentation  et  de  \-ulgarisation 
scientifique  touchant  des  sujets  tres  varies.  Ils  peuvent  etre 
felicites  pour  leur  effort  exceptionnel. 

Ces  jeunes  scientifiques,  quelquefois  volubUes,  a  I'esprit 
eveille,  ont  presente  de  fa^on  courtoise  leurs  realisations  a 
des  centaines  de  visiteurs  interesses  et  souvent 
impressionnes. 

L'Expo-sciences  locale  de  Seluyn  House  est  une 
competition  d'envergure  ou  sont  selectionnes  les  futurs 
participants  de  I'Expo-sciences  regionale  Bell.  Cette  annee 
encore,  le  choLx  des  gagnants  a  ete  difficile  du  a  la  qualite 
exceptionnelle  des  projets. 

Les  six  projets  selectionnes  pour  I'annee  scolaire  200 1  - 
2002  sont  les  suivants:  en  troisieme  annee,  Brendan  Keefe 
et  Nazeer  Khan  'How  magnets  attract  and  repel';  et  Tien 
Nguyen  'L'aluminium,  metal  de  I'avenir';  en  quatrieme 
annee,  Sebastian  Krolik  'The  history  of  flight';  en 
cinquieme  annee,  Anthony  Lowther  'La  memoire 
magnetique';  et  en  sLxieme  annee,  Andrew  Fitzpatrick  et 
William  MacCulloch  'Les  desastres  terrestres';  puis  Eraser 
Usher-Jones  et  Frederic-Andre  ^^ennat,  'Le  baton  tricheur'. 

Pour  ces  gagnants,  I'enchantement  se  poursuit  puisqu'ils 
de\iennent  maintenant  participants  de  la  finale  regionale. 
L'evenement  se  tiendra  a  I'arena  Erienne-Desmarteau  les  9, 
10  et  11  mai  prochains.  Nos  eleves  y  affronteront  les 
meilleurs  scientifiques  en  herbe  provenant  de  plusieurs 
ecoles  elementaires  de  la  grande  region  de  Montreal.  Entre 

T 


temps,  la  tache  de  nos  gagnants  sera  de  s'assurer  que  leur 
materiel  ainsi  que  leur  presentation  soient  tout  a  fait  au 
point.  Nous  sommes  tres  fiers  de  cette  delegation  de  SehvTn 
House.  Nous  leur  souhaitons  la  meilleurc  des  chnnccs. 


Ci-haut:  Zachary  Rosenthal  et  Mark  Mettler- Warner 

(6A)  expliquent  leur  projet  "La  force  du  vent."  Ci- 

dessous,  de  gauche:  James  Bloomfield  (6A)  met  a 

contribution  Stewart  Wiseman  (4B)  pour  un  test  de 

degustation.  Ci-bas:  Nicholas  Mathe  (3A)  exphque 

son  projet  sur  les  volcans  au  professeur  Shawn  Koch. 
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_E/  la  tradition  se  poursuitl 


Par  Mrnc  Cover 


Jamie  Bloonifield  (6A)  qui  aide  Antoinette  (ctiidiante  chez  Miss  Vicky) 

a  terminer  son  dessin. 


Lcs  eleves  de  la  pre- 
maternelle  de  Miss  Mcky's 
sont  venus  rendre  visite 
iLix  gar(;ons  de  Selwyn  House. 
Accompagncs  des  eleves  de  la 
classc  dc  Monsieur  Pruneau,  ils 
ont  partage  de  bons  moments  en 
fran<;ais  et  en  anglais  dans  les 
deux  classes  de  la  materneUe. 
Ivnsuite,  une  chasse  aux  tresors 
dans  la  bibliotheque  afin  de 
trouver  un  animal  en  peluche  a 
ete  tres  excitant  pour  chacun  des 
\isiteurs.  Une  fois  que  chaque 
enfant  a  trouve  son  tresor,  son 
compagnon  de  la  sixieme  annee 
et  lui  se  sont  mis  a  la  recherche 
J'un  livre  oil  I'animal  en  peluche 
s'y  trouvait.  Une  belle  lecture  s'en 
est  suivi.  La  visite  s'est  terminee 
par  une  visite  au  laboratoire 
d'ordinateurs.  Les  gar^ons  de 
sixieme  annee  ont  ete  d'excellents 
«grands  freres»,  attentifs  envers 
les  tout-petits,  qui  pour  certains, 
etaient  tres  anxieux  de  venir  dans 
la  grande  ecole.  Ce  fut  une 
experience  enrichissante  pour 
tous  et  chacun. 


lui  «chouette»  visite  d'un  hihoul 

Par  Mme  Frigon  et  Mme  Martel 

C'est  avec  grand  enthousiasme  et  interet  cjuc 
les  enfants  de  premiere  annee  ont  recu  la 
visite  de  deux  oiseaux  rapaces  dans  leurs 
classes:  la  buse  a  croupion  blanc  et  le  Grand  Due 
d'Amerique.  Julie,  Tanimatrice  dc  Faucon-F.duc, 
nous  a  parlc  des  caracterisdques  des  oiseaux 
rapaces.  Par  la  suite,  les  enfants  ont  pu  reinvestir  en 
equipe  leurs  connaissances  apprises  au  sujct  des 
hiboux  et  des  chouettes  dans  differents  ateliers. 
Gardez  ToEil  ouvert  lors  de  vos  randonnees  en 
foret.  Peut-etrc  entendrez-vous  ou  verrez-vous  un 
ami  hibou! 

Dans  le  photo,  Luke  Vincent  (lA)  et  Spencer 
Wuest  (IB)  avec  Julie,  de  Faucon-Educ. 
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]Vho  Wants  to  be  a  Pharaoh-Heir? 

Bv  Richard  Wills,  Neu-s/effer  ediror 
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At  left,  Christian  Buchanan  touches  a  box  on  the  SmartBoard,  which  wiU  open  up  to  reveal  the  answer. 

At  right,  parents  and  students  cheer  a  correct  answer.  Back  row  from  left:  Lili  Chen,  Nazeer  Khan,  Adam 

Ribkoff,  Nathalie  Michaud.  Middle:  Nicholas  Backman,  Victor  and  Tan  Bui.  Front:  Robin  and  Keith  Morgan. 


Over  the  past  several  weeks,  Grade  3  students  have 
been  travelling  back  in  time  to  ancient  Eg\"pt,  \ia 
W'ebQuest.  A  W'ebQuest  is  a  guided  Internet  search 
for  information  on  a  specific  topic.  Under  the  direction  of 
teachers  Laurie  McMurdo  and  Richard  Doucet,  the 
students  became  budding  Egyptologists,  gathering 
information  from  Web  sites  that  had  been  hand-picked  bv 
the  teachers  with  help  from  educational  technology 
smdents  at  Concordia  Universit}'. 

Accompanied  by  their  parents,  the  smdents  visited  the 
recommended  Web  sites  to  find  information  on  a  number 
of  topics  relating  to  ancient  Eg\-pt.  The  information 
gathered  was  then  compiled  into  webs  using  a  programme 
called  Kidspiration,  which  helps  smdents  organize  the 
information  into  categories. 

As  further  extension  actinties,  smdents  created  various 
products,  such  as  a  comic  strip  on  the  dailv  life  of  an 
ancient  Egi.'ptian,  a  crossword  puzzle  on  mummification,  a 
hieroghphic  cartouche,  a  pyramid  map,  and  a  new  Egyptian 
god  of  their  own  invention.  They  also  \'isited  the  Redpath 
Museum,  where  there  are  acmal  mummies  on  display,  and 
took  part  in  a  self-evaluation  exercise,  rating  themselves  on 
their  mastery  of  the  subject  matter. 

As  the  students  explored  each  topic,  thev  e-mailed 
questions  and  answers  to  their  teachers.  These  questions 


were  then  compiled  into  a  quiz-show  game  format.  The 
quiz  show  was  programmed  bv  SHS  computer  technician 
Michael  Kane,  from  the  questions  and  answers  proxided  by 
the  smdents. 

On  March  7  and  8,  the  tinale  of  the  project  once  again 
got  the  smdents'  families  involved,  tliis  time  as  contestants 
in  a  T\'^-game-show-st}'le  competition  called  "Who  Wants 
to  be  a  Pharaoh-Heir?"  The  competition  pitted  family 
against  family,  as  parents  and  siblings  joined  in  to  help  the 
smdents'  teams  answer  questions  about  life  in  the  days 
when  the  P\ramids  were  new. 

The  game-show  atmosphere  was  heightened  by  the  use 
of  a  Smart  Board,  which  looks  much  like  an  ordinary 
projector  screen  connected  to  a  computer.  The  screen, 
however,  is  touch-sensitive,  so  that  when  a  student 
approaches  the  screen  and  touches  a  box  on  the  projected 
image,  the  box  opens  up  to  reveal  the  answer,  just  like 
mouse-clicking  a  box  or  button  on  a  computer  screen. 

Between  rounds  of  competition,  selected  smdents  read 
scripts  they  had  written  for  commercials  advertising  the 
new  Egyptian  gods  thev  had  invented,  and  how  their 
powers  would  have  helped  to  improxe  life  in  ancient  Egypt. 

Bv  the  time  thev  were  finished,  the  smdents  had  learned 
to  use  technology,  family  support,  and  their  own 
imaginations  to  explore  ancient  history. 
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Band  jAwards  for  December  200 1 


K  •  Influence  positive  dans  la  classe 

•  Progrcs  remaiquablcs  en  tranc;ais 

•  Curiosite  intellectuelle 

Gr.  1      •  Influence  positive  dans  la  classe 

•  Progres  remarquables  en  francais 

•  Curiosirc  intellectuelle 

Gr.  2      •  Positive  influence  vvidiin  the  class 

•  Intellectual  curiosity 

Gr.  3      •  Positive  attitude  and  commitment 
to  learning 


•  Responsible  attitude  towards 
himself  and  others 

Gr.  4      •  Positive  attitude  and  commitment 
to  learning 


•  Responsible  attitude  towards 
himself  and  others 


Gr.  5      •  Esprit  de  cooperation 

•  Efforts  remarquables  en  francais 

•  Attitude  positive  face  a 

I'apprentissage 


Tommy  Jablonski 

.\ndrew  Aziz 

Bradley  Wiseman 

Luke  \'inccnt 

Nicholas  Andrei 

Da\id  Trudel 

Zander  Brais 

Alexandr  Magder 

Maxim  Laroche 
Tien  Nguyen 
Hari  Iyer 

Alexander  Mashaal 
Antoine  Limoges 

Gaspard  Charlebois 
Jamie  Koenekoop 
Karim  Kaidbey 

Robbie  Fitzpatrick 
Bryce  Busey 
Andrew  Dennis 


B 

Michael  Sarlos 

Nazar  IsJian 

Stephen  Baxter 

Dan  Ton-That 

Liam  Shannon 

Charles  1  ,aplante 

Cairn  Tse-Lalonde 

Fernand  LeFevre 

Jonathan  Levitt 
Christopher  Sarlos 
Michael  Smith 

Adam  Ribkoff 
Nikki  Papich 

Andrew  Cheaib 
Josh  Koenekoop 
Evan  Hallward 

Stewart  Wiseman 
Frederic  Langelier 
Maximilian  Cronin 


Marc-Andre  Fernandes  Graham  Hooton 
Brvan  Gorski  Trevor  Hooton 


Stephen  Mashaal 
Evren  Boisjoli 

)ack  MacCuUoch 
Anthony  Lowther 


Derek  Burrows 


Geoffrey  Matheson 
Daniel  Kost-Stephenson 


Gr.  6      •  Esprit  de  cooperation 


Efforts  remarquables  en  frangais 


•  Attitude  positive  face  a 
I'apprentissage 


James  Bloom  field 


Mark  Mettler-W'arner 
Zachary  Rosenthal 
Ryan  Quinn 

Dylan  Brophy 
Matthew  \^esnaver 
Luca  Melnychuk 


Alex  \'it 
Patrick  Le\T 
Armando  Cabba 

01i\ier  Laroche 
Georges  Greiche 


Will  Harris 
Georges  Cheaib 
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Un  projet  interdisciplinaire:  la  catapulte 


Par  Gerald  Fallon,  directeur  a  I'elementaire 

Ce  projet  de  construction  d'une  catapulte 
\isait  a  faire  connaitre  le  genie  mecanique 
des  gens  qui  \ivaient  au  Mo^'en  Age.  II 
voLilait  done  mettre  en  e%'idence  la  creativite 
technique  de  cette  epoque.  En  fait,  ce  projet 
s'averait  etre  une  lecon  d'histoire  vivante  de 
mathcmadques,  de  technologic  et  de  physique.  Les 
eleves  devaient  concevoir  les  plans  d'une  catapulte, 
la  construire  et  en  faire  I'essai.  Lors  des  essais,  il 
s'agissait  pour  chaque  equipe  d'observer,  de 
mesurer  et  de  tirer  des  conclusions  quant  a 
I'influence  de  facteurs  tels  que  Tangle  de  tir  sur  la 
\'itesse  et  la  distance  parcourue  par  un  projectile. 
Plus  de  40  eleves  ont  parricipe  a  ce  projet  dans 
lequel  ils  ont  ete  inities  aux  concepts  de  forces,  de 
representations  graphiques,  de  variables  et  de 
trajectoire.  Un  concours  de  tir  a  la  cible  sera 
organise  en  avril  afin  de  mesurer  I'efficacite  de 
chaque  catapulte. 

Droite:  Fraser  Usher-Jones  6A  lance  une  balle. 

Une  saison  que  Fon  nouhlierapas 

Par  Frederic- Andre  \"ennat  et  Matthew  Vesnaver  6A 

equipe  de  hockey  elementaire  a  connu  une  saison 
formidable.  Nous  avons  commence  I'annee  avec  une 
'  medaiUe  d'or  au  tournoi  du  College  Stanislas.  Par  la  suite, 
nos  entraineurs  Messieurs  Pruneau  et  Downev  nous  ont 
emmenes  a  Toronto  pour  parriciper  au  tournoi  de  I'ecole  Upper 
Canada  College. 

Pendant  notre  sejour  dans  la  \'ille  reine,  nous  avons  \isite  le 
Air  Canada  Center,  I'endroit  oii  jouent  les  Maple  Leafs  et  les 
Raptors.  Nous  avons  eu  la  chance  de  voir  les  joueurs  des  Raptors 
pratiquer  du  haut  de  la  loge  de  Tie  Domi.  Lors  du  tournoi,  les 
equipes  torontoises  etaient  tres  fortes  mais  nous  leur  avons 
vendu  notre  peau  cherement.  Nous  avons  par  la  suite  termine 
troisieme  au  tournoi  a  L.C.C.  et  notre  \'ictoire  de  9  a  0  contre  St- 
John's  Ravenscourt  de  Winnipeg  fut  tres  sadsfaisante. 

Le  quatrieme  tournoi  etait  le  notre  et  nous  avons  perdu  en 
finale  par  un  seul  but  face  a  I'equipe  de  Kuper  Academy.  Nous 
avons  termine  au  premier  rang  de  notre  saison  reguliere  mais 
avons  perdu  en  supplementaire  contre  L.C.C.  lors  de  la  finale. 
Meme  si  nous  n'avons  pas  eu  des  succes  egaux  pendant  toute  la 
saison,  nous  n'avons  jamais  baisse  les  bras.  C'est  avec  fierte  que 
nous  avons  represente  notre  ecole.  Avec  I'appui  et 
I'encouragement  de  AL  Pruneau  et  i\L  Downe}',  nous  avons  Josh  4B  (a  gauche)  et  Jamie  Koenekoop  4A 

bcaucoup  appris  cette  saison.  en  action  pendant  la  joute  contre  Kuper. 
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Gr.  2  Students  Epoke  Peaceful  Images 


Being  in  nature  makes  me  feel  really  relaxed,  and  I  smell  the  nice  perfume  of  the  flowers.  I  just  love  to  go  hiking  and 
going  to  the  beach  and  feeling  the  sand  going  benveen  mv  toes.  WTien  I'm  sad  I  look  up  at  the  sky.  It  feels  like  I'm 
safe  down  on  earth.  I  like  to  go  outside  because  I  like  to  feel  the  fresh  air  and  I  feel  like  a  free  butterfly.  I  love  to 
climb  trees  and  have  a  nice  \-iew,  and  then  have  a  big  glass  of  lemonade.  When  I've  had  a  beautifiil  day,  I  lie  down  and 
watch  T\'  or  think  about  mv  dav. 

— Alexander  Ignacz  2B 


ii^ 


Today  is  March  4,  2IMJ2.  Reading  makes  mc  feci  peaceful.  1  like  stories  because  they  calm  me  down.  In  the  summer 
1  like  t(j  read  on  a  bench  in  the  sun,  in  the  garden  with  all  the  flowers  blooming  and  the  sun  shining  over  me.  WTien 
I  read  I  get  good  ideas  about  helping  people  and  being  a  good  friend.  I  love  going  to  the  beach  because  the  smell 
of  the  ocean  makes  me  feel  good.  That  smell  reminds  me  of  all  the  great  family  vacations  I  have  had.  L\ing  on  my  beach 
towel  makes  me  feel  warm  and  cozv.  Mv  favourite  way  to  feel  calm  is  when  mv  mom  gives  me  a  head  massage. 

—  Brandon  Di  Perno  2B 
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Chess  Club  First  at  Epety  he  pel 


By  George  Levtchouk,  chess  instructor 


Chess  Club,  from  left:  Charles  Laplante  IB,  William  Gallo  lA  and 
Alexandr  Magder  2A  practise  their  moves. 


On      Saturday,      March      9,      a 
contingent   of    twenty   Selwyn 
House      Elementary      School 
students    participated    in    the    Quebec 
Association    of    Independent   Schools' 
annual   Chess    Championship,    held   at 
The  Priory  school.  They  did  very  well, 
carrying  off  first  place  honours  in  every 
grade  in  which  they  were  represented. 
Ciradc  1  —  1st,  Charles  Laplante. 
Grade  2  —  1st,  Samuel  Hodhod;  2nd, 
Scan    Hatzigeorgiou;    3rd,    Alexander 
Pfund;  4th,  Fayez  Elian. 
Grade  3  —  1st,  Marc  Ordonselli. 
Grade   4  —   1st   Joshua  Hanek;  2nd, 
Charles  Chan;  4th,  Elliot  Burrows. 
Grade  5  —  1st,  Derek  Burrows;  2nd, 
)ustin      Leopold;      3rd,      Alessandro 
Galeone. 


Dam  la  lunel 


Au  mois  de  fevrier  dernier,  les 
eleves  de  la  maternelle  ont  pu 
s'amuser  tout  en  apprenant  de 
nouveUes  choses  sur  le  theme  de  Fespace. 
Parmi  les  projets  et  acti\ites  en  cours,  les 
petits  astronautes  en  herbe  ont  eu  la 
chance  de  voir  defiler  dans  la  classe  des 
specialistes,  des  voyageurs  de  Fespace,  un 
spectacle  de  marionnettes  et  meme 
Madame  la  Terre.  A  ma  demande, 
quelques  meres  de  la  classe  ont  bien  ose  se 
deguiser  et  venir  nous  parler  en  fran^ais 
de  certaines  planetes  du  systeme  solaire. 
C'est  avec  joie  que  les  gar9ons  ont  vu  leur 
maman  se  transformer  et  nous  faire  part 
de  leurs  connaissances. 

Les    eleves    et   moi-meme    tenons    a 
remercier  Mme  Arseneault,  Mrs.  Baxter, 
Mrs.    Tsonos,    Mrs.    Parsons    et    Mrs. 
Lupovich  pour  leur  travail  admirable. 
Bravo! 

Madame  Gover 

Dans  la  photo:  Wyler  Dionne  (a 

gauche)  et  Stephen  Baxter  (KB) 

habilles  en  extra-terrestres. 
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Hodder  remporte  k  troisieme  prix  an  QAIS 


Par  \ancv  AUard-C-oiiiu,  piot'csscur  francais 


Filicitarions  aux  finalistcs  du  concours  d'art  oratoirc, 
categoric  junior,  qui  ont  presente  leur  discours  dans  le 
Salon  rouge  le  vendredi  8  mars  2002:  Brian  Ilodhod,  (2e 
sec).  Mam  Alaei  (2e  sec),  Nicolas  Cazelais  (2c  sec),  et 
\'incent-Charles  Hodder  (Ire  sec).  Vincent-Charles  Hodder  a 
represcntc  I'ccole  SelwTn  I  louse  au  concours  d'art  oratoirc  du 
QAIS  (QAIS  junior  French  Public  Speaking  Competition 
2001-2002)  le  12  mars  dernier,  ou  il  a  livre  une  superbe 
performance  et  a  remporte  le  troisieme  prix!  Bravo  \'incent- 
Charles!  Le  discours  de  ce  dernier  devait  ctre  d'un  minimum 
de  quatre  minutes  et  d'un  maximum  de  six  minutes.  II  n'avait 
droit  a  aucun  aide-memoire.  II  a  choisi  comme  sujet  Lc/ 
I  ioknce  a  coiitiime  d'engendrer  la  violence.  \'oici  la  conclusion  de 
son  discours: 

£//  conclusion,  crojes^-moi,  Je  suis  ahsolument  convaincu  que  la 
violence  engendre  la  violence.  Ef  la  violence,  c'est  Fajjaire  de  tout  le 
monde.  Mais  comment  mettre  fin  a  la  violence  alors  quelle  est partout 
autour  de  nous? ]e  crois  que  c'est  la  responsabilite  de  chacun.  Nous  avons 
la  chance  de  vivre  dans  un  milieu  privilegie  et  dans  une  societe  sans  guerre. 
Nous  etudions  dans  une  ecole  oil  on  nous  enseigne  le  respect  de  I'autre  et 
la  justice.  Nous  avons  de  la  chance,  c'est  vrai,  mais  nous  avons  aussi  des 
responsabilites.  Vour  ma  part,  je  peux  contrihuer  a  reduire  la  violence  en 
commenfant  par  mains  la  tolerer  autour  de  moi  et  la  denoncer  si  J 'en  suis 
temoin.  Et  vous,  comment  conttihuere^-vous  a  reduire  la  violence? 


Vincent-Charles  Hodder  7A  avec  son  professeur, 
Nancy  Allard-Coutu 


Histoires  d'hiver 


Par  Bryan  Wong  7A 


Au  debut  du  mois  de  fevrier,  les  enseignants  de 
francais  de  la  7e  et  de  la  8e  annee  ont  organise  one 
acti\ite  pour  nous,  les  gar9ons  de  Selwyn  House  et 
pour  les  fiUes  de  I'ecole  The  Study.  On  nous  a  presente  un 
film  intitule  Histoires  d'hiver  En  debut  d'apres-midi,  avant 
que  les  Giles  de  I'ecole  The  Study  arrivent,  nous  avons 
prepare  la  salle  qui  devait  tous  nous  accueillir.  C'etait  bien 
joli...  Un  ecran  geant,  des  cai^tons  de  couleur  installes  dans 
differents  endroits  du  gymnasc... 

Le  jour  avant  cette  rencontre,  nous  avions  etc  di\'ises  en 
groupes  'colores',  melange  de  gar9ons  et  de  filles  de  7e  et  de 
Be.  C'etait  pour  une  activite  speciale,  nous  avait-on  dit! 

Avant  que  le  film  ne  commence,  M.  Ivanovici, 
professeur  de  theatre  a  I'ecole  et  acteur  dans  le  film,  nous  a 
fait  une  petite  presentation.  II  nous  a  parte  du  film  et  un  peu 
du  cinema  qucbecois. 

I^  film  Histoires  d'hiver  etait  un  peu  lent — c'etait  un  film 
psychologiquc — mais  quand  meme  intcressant.  C'est 
I'histoire  d'un   jeune  gar<;on  qui  a  une  passif)n   pour  le 


hockey.  II  est  determine  a  voir  les  Canadiens  jouer  au 
I'orum  et  fait  tout  pour  y  arriver.  Ce  film  nous  donne  une 
bonne  le^on:  quand  on  veut  quelque  chose,  on  doit  la 
vouloir  enormement,  sinon  on  risque  de  ne  jamais  la  voir  se 
rcaUser. 

Lorsque  le  film  s'est  termine,  la  couleur  qui  nous  avait 
ete  donnee  designait  I'equipe  avec  laquelle  on  devait  se 
regrouper.  En  grands  groupes,  composes  de  filles  et  de 
garc^ons,  on  a  discute  du  film  en  abordant  les  grands  themes 
qui  avaient  ete  presentes.  On  nous  a  meme  donne  de  la 
nournture  et  des  boissons!  Apres  un  retour  en  grand 
groupe  et  une  mini-presentation  de  M.  Ivano\nci  sur  le 
travail  d'acteur  ici  au  Quebec,  c'etait  le  temps  pcuir  les  filles 
de  retourner  a  leur  ccole. 

Quelques  minutes  plus  tard,  Mme  Manning  nous  a  tous 
donne  le  numcro  de  I'autobus  qui  allait  nous  amener  vers  le 
Mont  Iremblant  et  ses  magnifiques  pentes. 

Vive  le  Carna\al! 
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Middle  School  Visits  Middle  Earth 


In  March,  Middle  School  students  staged  a  full  production  of  The  Hobbil,  Ija3*.d 
on  the  book  by  J.R.R.  Tolkein.  The  photo  at  left  shows  Charles-Alexandre  Vennat 

8A  in  the  role  of  Gandalf.  In  the  scene  above,  Bilbo  Baggins,  played  by  Kyle 
Burrows  7A,  speaks  to  the  assembled  dwarfs,  from  left:  Philip  Cabana  7B,  Jordan 

Shrier  7B,  Jonathan  Mechanic  7B,  Wynnyn  Chan  7C,  Kyle  Burrows,  Andrew 
Funamoto  7B,  Alexander  Hayne  8B,  Jason  Latsky  7B,  and  Gavin  KenneaUy  7A. 


SHS  Sends  School 
Supplies  to  Afghanistan 

SelwTn  House  smdents  were  able  to  make 
a  lasting  difference  in  the  lives  of  voung 
people  in  Afghanistan,  when  they 
recently  took  part  in  a  drive  to  collect  school 
supplies  to  be  shipped  to  that  war-ravaged 
country.  Collection  boxes  in  the  School  were 
filled  with  supplies,  which  were  packed  up  bv 
SeluTn  House  boys  to  be  transported  to 
Afghanistan,  with  the  assistance  of  the  United 
States  Ail  Force. 

In  the  photo  at  right,  students  pack  boxes 
to  be  shipped  overseas.  Standing,  from 

left:  Oliver  Porte  8C,  Alex  Williams- 

Zannis  8C,  Andrew  Bloomfield  8A,  and 

Mani  Alaei  8A.  Seated:  Christian 

Buchanan  3A,  and  Hari  Iyer  3A. 
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Senior      School      News 


Kobotics  Competition  Stresses  Teamwork 


Bv  Saro  Scirakian  IIB 


In  late  February,  the  SelwTii  House  robotics  team 
p;irticipated  in  the  first  national  robotics  competition 
hosted  bv  Canadian  Robotics  (Competition,  a  new- 
organization  co-founded  by  Selwyn  1  louse  this  year.  In  this, 
its  sixth  year,  some  fort\'  students  are  involved  in  the  SHS 
robotics  program,  which  is  run  bv  the  Senior  School  science 
deparunent.  The  teachers,  including  Mike  Downey,  Tom 
Downev,  Brad  Moffat,  and  ilie  latest  addition,  Scott 
Morrison,  are  there  to  super\ise  and  advise  the  students  in 
their  work,  while  providing  moral  support  and  useful  tips 
on  everything  from  design  to  construction.  In  addition  to 
these  mentors,  the  students  had  the  privilege  of  working 
with  Dominic  Tardiff,  an  engineer  with  Proceco,  the  long- 
standing sponsor  of  our  team.  Mr.  Tardiff  dedicates  much 
of  his  personal  time  to  the  robotics  program,  aiding 
smdents  widi  his  more  in-depth  knowledge  of  mechanics 
and  electronics. 

Even  with  such  able  help,  it  is  the  smdents  who  must  do 
most  of  the  work,  from  the  project  kickoff  in  early  January 
to  the  competition  at  the  end 
of  February.  The  design  and 
construction  of  a  robot  is  a 
long  and  involved  process, 
requiring  much  time  and  effort 
by  the  team  members,  who 
come  in  almost  every  Samrday 
for  six  weeks  before  the 
competition  to  work  on  die 
project.  In  addition  to  the 
acmal  robot,  the  smdents  must 
produce  a  short  video,  publish 
an  extensive  report,  and  design 
a  Web  page  as  a  part  of  the 
whole  competition. 

Ihe  game  plaved  at  the 
competition  is  different  every 
year,  with  the  concept  often 
based  on  an  Olympic  sport.  In 
the  past,  we  have  built  robots 
capable  of  competing  in 
curling,  hockey,  or  "biathlon." 
However,  this  year's  game  was 
completely  different  and 
unexpected.  Basically,  it  was 
like  a  giant  Scrabble  game.  The 
game  was  played  on  a  wooden 
surface  about  thirt\-  feet  square. 
In  the  center  of  the  field,  there 
was  a  section  outlined  by  a  two-  Sherwin  Kong  fine-tunes 
inch-high  border  that  day  before  the 


contained  twenty-four  foam  cubes  with  letters  painted  on 
them.  At  either  end  of  the  rectangular  field  were  located  the 
starting  positions  for  tJie  teams'  robots,  as  well  as  a  grid  on 
w  Inch  the  teams  formed  words  using  the  foam  cubes. 

Each  team  was  made  up  of  two  robots,  meaning  that  in 
every  heat  we  participated  in,  wc  were  teamed  up  with  one 
other  school. 

Tile  objective  of  the  game  is  obvious:  to  use  your  robot 
to  pick  up  letter  blocks  from  the  centre  of  the  field  and 
bring  them  back  to  your  grid,  where  you  speU  words  with 
them.  Four  points  are  awarded  for  each  letter  in  a  word 
placed  on  the  grid  perfecth',  or  two  points  for  each  letter 
placed  imperfectly,  or  just  touching  the  square  in  the  grid.  A 
bonus  of  twenty  points  was  awarded  to  any  team  that 
spelled  a  word  of  seven  or  more  letters.  The  game 
presented  a  strategic  challenge,  as  teams  had  to  choose 
between  aiming  to  get  several  smaller  words,  or  going  for 
one  very  long  one.  For  the  record,  no  team  at  the 
competition  ever  managed  to  spell  a  seven-letter  word, 

though  SHS  came  very  close. 

Each  heat  lasted  five 
minutes,  with  an  eight-minute 
break  in  between.  If  any  repairs 
or  adjustments  were  needed, 
they  had  to  be  completed 
during  the  eight-minute  break. 

This  being  my  second  year 
in  robotics,  I  can  tell  you  from 
experience  that  the  most 
difficult  part  in  the 
construction  of  the  robot 
always  comes  before  a  single 
piece  of  wood  or  metal  is  sawn. 
The  design  phase,  which  begins 
with  brainstorming  and 
progresses  to  design  sketches 
and  blueprints,  is  the  most 
important  part  of  the  entire 
project,  because  it  lays  the 
groundwork  for  what  is  to 
come. 

This  year,  the  most  disputed 
component  of  the  robot  was 
the  manipulation  system,  the 
method  used  to  pick  up  the 
letter  cubes  and  place  them  on 
the  grid.  Most  people  had  the 
general  notion  of  some  sort  of 
the  robot  in  the  lab  the  claw-Uke  design,  so  there  wasn't 
competition.  too  much  conflict  there,  but  the 
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Robotics 


difficult)'  was  in  the  details  concerning  the  type  and  size  of 
any  such  claws.  Large  claws  would  allow  us  to  pick  up  many 
blocks  at  once,  but  small  claws  would  be  more  precise.  In 
the  end,  we  decided  on  a  set  of  very  large  claws  with  a 
special  design  that  kept  them  parallel  to  each  other  as  they 
opened  and  closed.  The  rest  of  the  robot,  with  the 
exception  of  the  electronics,  was  prettA'  straightforward. 

Our  lighnveight  robot,  ironically  dubbed  "The  Rock," 
was  made  with  a  frame  of  square  aluminum  bars  on  which 
an  adaptable  plank  of  ph-wood  was  set.  Even  though  they 
were  made  of  aluminum  and  styrofoam,  the  claws  were 
quite  hea\T,  and  had  to  be  counter-balanced  with  about 
twentA,"  pounds  of  weights.  As  in  previous  years,  the  main 
drive  motors  were  two  adapted  power  drills,  which  always 
come  standard  in  a  kit  pro\ided  by  CRC,  and  which  must 
be  used  as  primary  drive  motors  by  every  team  to  pro\ide 
for  a  level  placing  field.  The  controlling  of  the  robot  is  done 
\ia  a  controller  and  circuit  board  transmitters,  also  standard. 
The  controls  are  similar  to  that  of  a  remote-controlled  car, 
albeit  a  rather  complex  one. 

On  February  22  and  23,  the  acmal  competition  went 
very  well  for  SHS,  despite  several  difficulties  which  came  up 
throughout  the  tournament, 
mosdy  on  the  first  day.  The 
most  dramatic  damage  to  our 
robot  occurred  on  the  first  day 
when  we  decided  to  charge  into 
the  centre  of  the  placing  area 
near  the  end  of  a  heat  to  get 
bonus  points,  and  instead 
tipped  The  Rock  over  onto  its 
claws  because,  with  the  arms  in 
the  raised  position,  the  robot 
had  an  overly  high  centre  of 
gravity'.  The  arms  were  almost 
completely  useless  afterwards, 
but  luckily  enough  we  had  put 
together  two  sets  of  spares 
before  the  competition,  and 
thus,  disaster  was  averted. 

The  first  few  heats  were 
often  quite  pathetic  to  watch, 
given  that  with  so  litde  practice, 
almost  none  of  the  drivers 
were  very  skillful  yet,  not 
excluding  our  own  Lauren 
Storelli.  Nonetheless,  our 
driver  soon  got  the  hang  of 
things,  and  by  getting  two  or 
three  small  words  each  heat,  w-e 


managed  to  puU  into  the  finals  in  second  place  on  the 
second  day  of  the  tournament.  In  the  finals  we  didn't  do 
quite  as  well  as  we  had  hoped,  though  die  final  scoring 
really  came  down  to  which  team  got  die  most  points  when 
they  were  teamed  up  with  College  Laval,  who  had  the  most 
effective  robot  at  the  tournament.  We  ended  up  placing 
fourth  in  die  finals,  though  I  still  maintain  that  we  could 
have  placed  second  had  we  only  been  able  to  get  the  wild 
cube  in  our  last  heat,  which  would  have  allowed  us  to  spell 
a  seven-letter  word. 

Despite  coming  in  fourth,  I  firmly  believe  that  the  best 
team  did  in  fact  win  the  competition,  and  I  congramlate 
College  Laval  on  their  success.  I  think  most  observers 
would  agree  that  we  definitely  had  die  second-best  robot  at 
the  competition,  despite  our  placement.  I  think  we  have 
much  to  be  proud  of:  w^e  won  the  prize  for  sportsmanship 
voted  on  by  all  the  other  teams;  our  documentation  came  in 
second;  and  our  Web  page,  designed  and  put  together 
almost  exclusively  by  James  McKinney,  won  first  place. 
Overall,  we  placed  third. 

I  stand  by  what  I  learned  last  year:  diat  die  true  value  of 
being  a  part  of  the  robotics  team  lies  not  at  all  in  the 

competition  or  its  outcome,  but 
in  the  experience  of  having 
been  able  to  work  as  a  team  on 
a  very  challenging  project.  I  was 
impressed  so  many  times  by  the 
dedication  of  our  pit  crew,  who 
managed  to  get  our  injured  or 
malfunctioning  robot  back  into 
working  order  for  every  heat. 

Even  more,  I  was  impressed 
by  the  pleasant  atmosphere  at 
the  competition  throughout  the 
weekend,  displayed  within  and 
between  all  the  teams.  I  was 
overjoyed  in  the  finals  when  I 
noticed  Jeremie  Clarke,  a 
SelwTn  House  Old  Boy  on  the 
MarianopoHs  team,  leading  a 
cheer  for  Selwyn  House.  As  I 
said,  the  real  value  of  the 
robotics  program  lies  in  just 
being  a  part  of  the  experience, 
and  I  felt  truly  privileged  to 
have  taken  part  in  it. 


Good  thing  this  guy  wore  an  ID  tag. 


(See  back  cover  for  colour 

action  photos  of  the 

robotics  competition.) 
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Arnold  Engel  Takes  First  in  Winnipeg 


At  the  hegiiitiing  of  February,  Selnyii  /  loKse 
student  Arnold  Engel  represented  the 
province  of  Quebec  at  the  CL41S  National 
Public  Speaking  Championships  in  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  Arnold's  speech  on  the  use  of  c/jild 
soldiers  placed  first  in  the  category  of  Persuasive 
Speaking.  Here  are  some  excerpts  from  his  speech. 

The  use  of  child  soldiers  is  one  of  the 
greatest  problems  on  the  face  of  this  planet, 
in  a  league  with  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Mengele,  the  Nazi  Angel  of  Death  during  the 
Holocaust.  We  ma)'  not  call  ourselves 
cixnlizcd  while  this  is  going  on.  ^X'hat  sort  of 
civilization  would  ever  permit  its  most 
\'ailnerable  to  be  caught  up  in  a  military  culture  and  pushed 
to  kiU?  Children  are  often  forcibly  recruited  into  the  army 
and  then  used  to  commit  atrocities  against  whole  \Tllages 
and — according  to  several  reports,  in  some  cases  in  order  to 
deliberately  traumatize  die  children — against  their  own 
families.  After  committing  such  unspeakable  horrors,  they 
must  seek  solace  in  the  only  group  that  will  accept  their 
xnolence,  the  recruiting  army. 

As  I  now  speak,  over  300,000  children  count  themselves 
among  armies  embroiled  in  conflict.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  more  are  believed  to  be  troops  of  armies  not 
currendy  at  war.  An  estimated  million  children  participated 
in  war  in  the  last  decade.  Usually  child  soldiers  are  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  18,  but  many  are  between  10  and  15 


years  old.  In  fact,  a  recent  survey  of 
wounded  soldiers  in  Cambodia  found  that 
twenty  per  cent  of  them  were  between  10 
and  14.  By  no  means  is  this  problem 
restricted  to  boys  -  girls  can  bear  the  most 
harrowing  of  the  work,  aside  from  the 
military  duties  they  must  carry  out,  they  are 
also  used  as  sexual  slaves.  There  are  stories  of 
girls  carrying  their  babies  on  their  backs  into 
battle....  The  emotional  damage  that  these 
situations  infhct  is  almost  unparalleled, 
guaranteeing  that  the  consequences  of 
children  being  directiy  involved  in  war  will  be 
astounding.  The  problems  do  not  end  with 
the  resolution  of  conflict.  They  last  a  lifetime. 

The  notion  of  using  children  as  soldiers  has  proliferated 
into  epidemic  proportions.  Children  are  easier  to  control 
and  are  often  supplied  with  amphetamines,  tranquilizers, 
alcohol,  and  other  drugs  to  ensure  obedience  and  create  a 
sense  of  confidence.  Being  so  \ailnerable,  they  are  easy  to 
intimidate. 

I  urge  you  to  get  angry.  Be  outraged. 
We  can  start  petition  campaigns,  write  letters,  and  hold 
rallies  to  give  these  governments  a  small  sense  of  our 
inspiration.  Remember,  the  more  inspiration  is  shared,  the 
more  it  grows.  Mahatma  Gandhi  once  said,  "If  we  are 
going  to  achieve  true  peace  in  the  world,  we  must  begin 
with  the  children." 


David  S mucker  First  in  Geography  Challenge 


SeKvTn  House  Grade  9  smdent  David 
Smucker  won  first  place  in  the  Quebec 
provincial  competition  of  the  Cireat 
Canadian  Geography  Challenge  held  at  LCC 
on  the  6th  of  April.  He  and  two  other 
students  will  represent  Quebec  at  the 
national  final  to  be  held  in  Ottawa,  May  18 
through  20. 

Around  fift)-  students  from  throughtjut 
Quebec  competed  in  the  provincial 
Challenge,  which  had  a  preliminary  round,  a 
semi-final  round  that  pitted  the  ten  strongest 
competitors  against  one  another,  and  then  a 
final  round  which  involved  the  top  five. 

Students  competed  by  answering  oral 
questions  in  writing.  The  contestants  then 
held  up  their  answers  ff)r  the  judges  to  assess. 


David  won  some  prizes  for  his  first-place 
finish,  foremost  among  them  four  St. 
Lawrence  River  cruise  tickets. 

This  is  only  the  second  year  that  SHS  has 
competed  in  the  Geography  Challenge.  In 
January,  geography  teachers  Bryce  McBride 
and  Sylvain  Decelles  held  classroom 
competitions  and  then  a  School-wide 
competition  to  select  the  School  champion. 

Because  Da\ad  was  selected  the  School 
champion,  he  then  completed  a  written  test, 
which  was  sent  to  Ottawa  for  scoring.  The 
top  students  writing  this  test  from 
throughout  the  province  were  in\'ited  to 
compete  in  the  provincial  challenge. 

(Congratulations,  David! 
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A.cteurs pour  quelques  instants 


Par  Alex  Bastien,  10  C 


i; 


"1 V  a  quelques  semaines,  les 

etudiants         de         Mmc 

-Rasmussen  et  de  M. 
Devaze  en  lOieme  annee  ont 
eu  a  lire  une  piece  de  theatre 
intitulee  TLoiie  ecrite  par 
Marcel  Dube.  Cette  piece 
illustre  la  vie  difficile  des 
jeunes  de  la  rue  qui  font  de  la 
contrebande  pour  assurer  leur 
survie.  A  la  fin  de  notre 
lecture  intensive,  on  nous  a 
annonce  qu'on  allait  tous 
devoir  presenter  un  extrait  de 
la  piece,  travail  qui  demandait 
un  gros  effort  de 
memorisation!  Trois  semaines 
pour  faire  un  tel  travail! 

Les  deux  classes  se  sont 
done  mises  ensemble  pour 
former  des  equipes.  Tous  les 

groupes  allaient  presenter  un  des  extraits  de  la  piece  et  deux 
groupes,  ceux  qui  avaient  le  mieiLx  appris  leur  texte,  allaient 
etre  choisis  pour  representer  I'ecole  en  presentant  le  fruit  de 
leur  travail  devant  Mme  Louisette  Dussault,  actrice  et 
metteure  en  scene  tres  connue  au  Quebec. 

Ce  grand  honneur  a  ete  donne  au  groupe  Nuno  Tang, 
Patrick  Johnson,  .\lex  Bastien;  et  Matt  Lirvack,  jared  Tauben, 
Daniel  Budd,  Justin  Bourke.  Quand  le  grand  jour  de  la  \isite 
de  cette  dame  si  connue  est  finalement  arrive,  tous  les 
etudiants,  qui  etaient  devenus  des  acteurs  pour  cette  occasion 
speciale,  etaient  particulierement    ner\'eux.  En  arrivant  dans 


Nuno  Tang,  Patrick  Johnson  et  John- Alexandre 

Bastien  profitent  de  la  passion  theatrale  de 

Mme  Dussault. 


le  Salon  rouge,  Mme 
Rasmussen  nous  a  presente 
Mme  Dussault  qui  nous  a 
reconfortes  en  nous  disant  de 
ne  pas  etre  nerveux  et  de 
presenter  notre  extrait  pour  le 
plaisir  de  devenir  comediens 
durant  quelques  minutes. 

Des  le  debut,  nous  avons 
remarque  que  Mme  Dussault 
etdt  ores  energique  et  qu'elle 
etait  des  plus  enthousiastes. 
Cette  comedienne  a  debute 
cette  rencontre  en  nous 
parlant  un  peu  du  role  d'un 
acteur  et  de  la  difference  entre 
la  comedie  "quebecoise"  et  la 
comedie  "frangaise."  Puis,  il 
etait  temps  de  presenter  notre 
extrait  avec  passion  et  energie! 
Alors,  c'est  ce  que  nous  avons 
fait!  A  frequences  regulieres  durant  notre  courte  presentation, 
Mme  Dussault  nous  interrompait  pour  nous  dormer  des  trues 
afin  de  reellement  entrer  dans  la  peau  de  notre  personnage  et 
ainsi  vraiment  capter  I'attenrion  de  nos  spectateurs. 

Cette  experience  s'est  averee  tres  amusante  et  a  certains 
moments,  meme  un  peu  cocasse.  A  la  fin  de  notre  courte 
mise  en  scene,  Mme  Dussault  nous  a  presente  un  court  extrait 
(tres  reussi!)  de  I'une  de  ses  propres  creations  theatrales.  Je 
suis  certain  qu'elle  a  ete  des  plus  appreciees  par  tous  les 
emdiants  qui  etaient  presents.  En  conclusion,  c'etait  une 
experience  fantasrique,  bourree  de  rire  ct  de  plaisir. 


Charles  Montpetit 

Le  8  mars  dernier,  auteur  Charles  Montpetit  a 
rencontre  les  eleves  de  onzieme  annee  pour 
leur  parler  de  la  censure.  Le  conferencier  avait 
rassemble  de  nombreux  exemples  concrets  tires  de 
xadeos,  de  bandes  dessinees,  de  films,  d'extraits  de 
romans  ou  d'emissions  de  tele\4sion.  II  mettait  les 
eleves  en  situation:  ces  derniers  devaient  determiner 
ce  qui  serait  censure  et  indiquer  les  motifs  qui 
seraient  invoques.  Ces  exercices  ont  permis  de 
decouvrir  tout  I'arbitraire  qui  existe  dans 
I'application  de  la  loi  canadienne  ainsi  que  les  divers 
moyens  utilises  par  des  distributeurs  pour 
contourner  la  loi.  Monsieur  Montpetit  a  su  captivcr 
son  auditoire  et  susciter  de  nombreuses  questions. 
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Wrestling  2001 -2002 


Bv  Rob  Moore,  coach 


The  SI  IS  X'iirsitv  Wrestling  Team  fuushcd  oft  another 
successful  and  enjoyable  year  with  a  number  of 
medals  and  fine  performances  at  the  CjMAA  and 
Froxtncial  Ch;mipionsliips  in  l'ebruar\-. 

Perennial  G^L\J\  Team  Champion  Kahnawake  Survival 
School  again  ran  awav  with  the  team  title,  with  thirteen 
finalists  in  fifteen  weight  categories,  while  Selwyn  House 
finished  a  strong  fourth  place,  winning  five  medals.  Leading 
the  wav  for  the  Gr\-phons  were  veteran  Cirade  1 1  students 
Najib  Sallman  (silver),  Jeff  Chui  (l)ronze)  and  Maksim 
Knecht  (silver).  Also  winning  bronze  medals  were  Ahchael 
Lazar  9A  and  Jordan  Benjamin  9A.  Unfortunately,  (]hns 
Potter  llA  was  knocked  out  of  the  championships  due  to 
an  injury,  costing  the  Gryphons  a  sure  medal. 

At  the  Provincial  Championships,  held  in  St-Cesaire. 
Ben  W'ilner  8A,  z\lex  W'illiams-Zannis  8C  and  (Hiristophci 
Wong  8A  all  won  medals  and  Selwv^n  House  placed  sixth  as 
a  team.  At  the  Omnium  de  Quebec  tournament  in 
December,  both  Xajib  Sallman  and  Alex  Williams-Zannis 
won  silver  medals  in  a  tough  competition  against  athletes 
from  Quebec,  Ontario,  New  York  and  New  Brunswick. 

.\t  the  Montreal  Games  held  at  Centre  Claude  Robillard 
April  6  and  7,  SHS  wresders  Alex  William-Zannis  and 
Christopher  Wong  won  gold  and  silver,  respectively. 

Competing  in  their  last  year  for  die  Gr\-phons  were 
Chris  Potter,  Maksim  Knecht,  Jeff  Chui  and  Najib  Sallman. 
Chui  and  Sallman,  especially,  will  leave  a  big  gap  in  terms  of 
technical  skills  and  leadership,  both  on  and  off  the  mat. 
Najib  leaves  the  school  as  the  third-most-successful  Selwyn 


1  louse  wresder  of  all  time,  behind  only  Scth  Ross  '98  and 
David  Williams  '95,  with  a  record  of  fift}^-three  wins  and 
twenty-eight  losses  in  his  career. 

Next  year,  the  Cirvphons  will  be  looking  to  the 
leadership  of  Dylan  Jones,  Charles  Ayas,  |ustin  Bahlis, 
Michael  Lazar  and  Cieoff  WndcviUe. 

With  such  an  eager  group  of  athletes,  next  year  is  sure 
to  be  an  outstanding  one. 


Najib  Sallman  llA  and  Jeff  Chui  UB  in  practice. 


V^arsity  Hockey  Season  has  its  Ups  and  Downs 


This  year's  hockey  season  contained  so  many  highs 
and  lows,  the  varsity  Grvphons  felt  like  they  were 
nding  on  a  roller-coaster.  It  seemed  that,  in  every 
game,  a  great  effort  would  be  given  for  the  first  two  periods, 
only  to  see  a  lack  of  bodies  come  into  effect  and  drain  our 
players.  In  many  games,  like  the  ones  against  Stanstcad  and 
College  Francais,  after  two  periods  we  would  be  down  by 
only  one  point,  which  would  put  the  opposing  team  into  a 
panic. 

In  all  our  games,  the  goalies,  who  were  the  root  of  the 
team,  gave  it  their  all.  The  team  owes  a  lot  to  Boule  Nguyen 
and  Alex  Bastien  for  being  there  when  it  was  most  needed. 
The  pace  of  the  season  picked  up  in  Boston,  where  we 
were  obviously  out-matched.  Knowing  this,  we  changed  our 
game  plan  to  compensate,  which  resulted  in  a  1  - 1  tie  as  well 
as  a  5-3  loss.  In  both  games,  veterans  showed  up  to  help 
bring  the  team  to  a  higher  level.  Scott  McMillan  was  strong 


(3n  the  blue  line  as  well  as  on  the  boards,  and  the  sniper  that 
was  Taylor  Dixon  provided  much-needed  defence.  On 
offence,  our  lines  were  shuffled  periodically  in  an  effort  to 
find  the  right  chemistry.  Alex  Bussandri  came  through  with 
big  hits  as  well  as  key  goals,  while  Alexis  Roy  and  Chris 
Rochon  provided  the  finesse  and  skill  to  get  the  play 
started.  Nino  Zammit  was  always  good  for  a  big  hit,  while 
Arnold  I'^ngel  finally  found  his  place  in  front  of  the  net. 
Dimitri  Manousos  led  the  team  in  goals  this  year,  while 
other  rookies  such  as  Matthew  Peris  and  Zachary 
Circenberg  filled  in  the  remaining  holes  on  the  team.  All  in 
all,  this  past  season  was  an  experience  that  none  of  the 
varsitv'  Gr\phons  will  soon  forget.  Best  of  luck  to  the  team 
next  year.  Hopefully  they  will  pick  up  where  this  year's 
squad  left  off  Many  thanks  to  coaches  Steve  Mitchell  and 
Tom  NicoU  for  their  constant  support. 
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News 


Young  Men  with  brooms  Sweep  GMAA 


Bv  Kelly  ^'on  Eschen,  coach 


There's  no  excuse  for  die 
pun  here,  but  this  year's 
Sehv}'n  House  curling  team 
"rocked"!  With  nine  experienced 
curlers  forming  the  foundation  of 
the  team  and  ten  other  keen 
rookies,  these  "young  men  with 
brooms"  literally  swept  the 
GMAA  regular  season,  claiming 
twelve  victories.  The  season  was 
teeming  with  highlights:  sending 
out  a  team  of  completely  green 
curlers  skipped  by  Scott 
McMurray  to  play  and  win  against 
LCC;  taking  the  top  three  finishes 
in  the  Selwyn  House  In\-itational 
Bonspiel  in  February;  and  our 
resounding  16-1  and  15-2  scores 
in  the  championship  games. 

In  the  championship  match, 
we  went  up  against  Centennial 
Academy  on  the  neutral  ice  of  the 
Lachine  Curling  Club.      SHS   1, 

pla\ing  on  the  middle  sheet,  quickly  took  one  stone  in  the 
first  end,  and  then  proceeded  to  steal  in  the  second  and 
third  ends  of  the  game.  James  JvIcKinney's  rink  padded  this 
solid  lead  by  stealing  four  in  the  fourth  end.  There  was  litde 


that  the  Centennial  team  could  do  to  combat  the  experience 


Lindsay  McLean  delivers  a  stone  while  Jeff  Barkun 
(left)  and  Alex  Gatien  sweep  it  into  the  house. 


Back  row,  from  left:  James  McKinney,  Jeff  Barkun,  Lindsay  McLean,  Alex 

Gatien,  Saro  Setrakian,  Michael  Sterle-Contala,  and  Jacob  Harris.  Front: 

Simon  Leblanc,  Chris  Wong,  Sean  Duffy,  Bryce  Durafort,  Tom  Paterson, 

Sherwin  Kong,  and  Scott  McMurray 

of  McKinney,  Sherwin  Kong,  Michael  Sterle-Contala  and 
Saro  Setrakian.  In  one  of  the  later  ends,  this  Grade  1 1  team 
allowed  the  opposition  to  take  two,  but  die  match  was 
clearly  already  over.  A  steal  of  five  in  the  final  end  of  the 
game  literally  put  Selwyn  House  off  the  end  of  the 
scoreboard;  there  were  not  enough  hooks  to  record  the 
sixteen  points! 

Selw\'n  House  2,  on  sheet  number  three,  also  began 
steadily,  though  more  forcefully,  counting  three  stones  in 
each  of  the  first  three  ends  for  a  quick  nine-point  lead. 
Bryce  Durafort  skipped  his  team  to  an  ultimate  15-2  win, 
with  the  support  and  experience  of  Lindsay  McLean,  Alex 
Gatien  and  Jacob  Harris. 

Unformnately  for  the  other  members  of  the  curling 
team,  no  substimtions  are  allowed  in  a  match.  They  were 
unable  to  participate  in  the  final  game,  despite  having 
contributed  during  the  regular  season.  It  would  be  remiss  if 
their  contribution  and  effort  were  not  acknowledged  here. 

With  the  recent  exposure  that  curling  has  enjoyed  from 
the  Salt  Lake  Cir\'  Olympics  and  this  GMAA  championship, 
we  are  confident  that,  as  we  graduate  eight  of  our  team 
members,  some  new  students  will  take  up  the  torch.  There 
is  still  much  depth  to  the  Selwyn  House  team.  Several 
returning  curlers,  such  as  Simon  Leblanc  and  Jeff  Barkun, 
along  with  Durafort,  are  poised  to  lead  the  way.  The  future 
of  curling  at  Selwyn  House  looks  bright. 
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Athletic      News 


SHS  Bafitam-V^arsity  Hockey  Tournament 


Bv  Tom  Nicoll,  coach 


On  lanuary  1~  and  IS. 
Wrdun  Auditorium 
was  the  scene  of  the 
sixteenth  .mnu;il  SHS  Bantam- 
^'a^sit^•  Hockey  Tournament.  A 
total  of  thirteen  schools 
participated  this  year,  five  at 
the  bantam  level  and  eight  in 
senior. 

The  bantam  draw  consisted 
of  the  round-robin  format  in 
which  teams  plaved  mini- 
games  rvventy  minutes  in 
length.  There  were  some  well- 
plaved,  exciting  games  here. 
Heading  into  the  final  game. 
College  Jean-Eudes  had  already 
secured  a  place  in  the 
championship.  In  the  final 
game,  Centennial  Regional  had 
to  beat  LCC  bv  more  than  five 
goals  to  play  in  the  championship.  They  won  6-0  by  scoring 
a  goal  in  the  last  minute. 

The  stage  was  set  for  the  final,  which  was  a  regularly 
timed  game  consisting  of  three  twelve-minute  stop-time 
periods.  It  was  a  well-played,  fast-paced  game  and  was  tied 
at  two  going  into  the  final  minute.  Again,  Centennial  w^on  in 
a  thrilling  fashion  by  scoring  the  winning  goal  widi  twenti,- 
six  seconds  remaining. 

Congratulations  to  Dan  McArthur  and  his  team  for  an 
excellent  tournament.  Justin  Moretti  from  SelwTn  House 
was  named  to  the  all-star  team. 

In  the  \  arsity  Tournament,  eight  teams  began  play  in  a 
single-knockout  competition  (when  a  team  lost,  it  was 
assigned  to  the  consolation  side).  The  early  favorites  were 
Xorthwood  Prep  from  Lake  Placid  and  College  Frangais 


trom      Longueuil. 
opening       round, 


Alex  Bussandri  in  action  aeainst  Northwood 


Varsity  Tournament 


In  the 
College 
Frani;ais,  after  falling  behind  2- 
U  early  on,  roared  back  to  an 
overwhelming  10-2  victory 
over  Howard  S.  Billings  on  the 
strength  of  captain  Benoit 
Mercier,  who  scored  five 
straight  goals.  In  a  thrilling 
overtime,  Jean-pAides  defeated 
Massey  Vanier  5-4,  while 
Centennial  routed  Rosseau 
Lake  School  by  a  score  of  8-1 
and  Northwood  overwhelmed 
the  host  Gr\phons  6-0. 

The  following  da\',  in  tlie 
semi-final.  College  Fran^ais 
defeated  |ean-Eudes  6-3  and 
Northwood  beat  Centennial  7- 
2.  On  the  consolation  ride, 
Howard  S.  Billings  defeated 
Massey  \'anier  5-2,  and  Selwyn  House  lost  a  6-5 
heartbreaker  to  Rosseau  Lake  in  the  final  minute.  In  the 
consolation  final,  Howard  S.  Billings  defeated  a  tired 
Rosseau  Lake  team  7-1. 

The  stage  was  set  for  a  classic  final,  which  featured  a 
small,  swift  College  Francais  against  the  bigger,  tougher 
Nortiiwood  Prep.  It  was  a  tough,  well-played  game  until  the 
dying  seconds.  Northwood  scored  first,  but  College 
Francais  bounced  back  to  tie  it.  Both  goalies  were  excellent, 
especially  the  Francais  goalie,  as  he  constandy  frustrated  the 
Northwood  shooters.  It  seemed  fitting  that  tournament 
l\r\'P  Benoit  Mercier  would  set  up  the  winning  goal  with 
only  thirtA'  seconds  remaining. 

Again,  thanks  should  be  extended  to  co-coordinator 
Steve  Mitchell  for  organizing  such  a  quality*  Tournament. 

Bantam  Round  Robin 


January  1  '^,  2U02 

Selwvn  House 

I 

Centennial 

2 

Game  #  1          College  Frangais 

10 

Howard  S.  Billings 

2 

Loyola 

1 

Jean-Eudes 

2 

Game  #  2          Massey-\'anier 

4 

Jean-Eudes 

5 

Centennial 

1 

Jean-Eudes 

2 

Game  #  3          Centennial 

8 

Rousseau  Lake 

1 

SelwTn  House 

1 

LCC 

3 

Game  #  4          Northwood  School 

6 

Selwyn  House 

0 

Jean-Eudes 

2 

LCC 

0 

January  18,2002 

Centennial 

1 

Loyola 

1 

Game  #  5          College  Francais 

6 

Jean-Eudes 

3 

LCC 

0 

Loyola 

2 

Game  #  6          Centennial 

2 

Northwood  School 

7 

Jean-Eudes 

0 

Selwyn 

0 

Game  #  7           Howard  S.  Billings 

5 

Massey-\'anier 

2 

Loyola 

5 

Selwyn 

1 

Game  #  8          Northwood  School 

6 

Selwyn  House 

0 

LCC 

0 

Centennial 

6 

Consolation        Howard  S.  Billings 

7 

Rosseau  Lake 

1 

Championship 

Game 

Champifjnship   Northwood 

1 

College  Fran9ais 

2 

Centennial 

3 

)can-F,udes 

2 
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News 


Skiers  Go,  Snow  or  No 


Bv  Nathan  Vexler  11 C 


As  the  days  of 
last  autumn 
began  to  grow 
shorter,  and  we 
eagerly  waited  for 
Mother  Nature  to 
blanket  Mount-Royal 
with  snow,  the  annual 
Selwyn  House  pre- 
season ritual  of 
running  with  poles 
commenced.  Under 
the  guidance  of  Tom 
"The  Ski  Machine" 
Downey  and  Brad 
"The  Unstoppable" 
Moffat,  nventy-five 
dedicated  athletes 
took  to  the  streets 
instead  of  the  trails. 

We  could  be  seen 
running  along  The 
Boulevard  toward  the 
mountain,  bra\'ing  the 
elements,  and  the 
stares  of  onlookers. 


Back  row,  from  left:  Phil  Smith,  Daniel  Maldoff,  Vlad  Stepanov,  Arne  Peterson, 

Nick  Cazelais,  Ian  Matheson,  Jordan  Altman,  Stefano  Lalli,  Nick  Thorpe,  and  Charles 

Vennat.  Middle  row:  coach  Brad  Moffatt,  Tim  Rossy,  coach  Tom  Downey,  Dave 

Smucker.  Front  row:  Geoff  Dyck,  Chris  Brun,  Valter  PinchiaroU,  Nick  Cronin,  Dan 

Palardy,  Alexis  Youssef,  Vicar  Rizvi,  James  Coulton,  Joseph  Kucera, 

and  Gabriel  Maldoff. 


Braving  the  chilly  winds  of  November  and  December, 
we  ran  5k  to  14k  three  times  a  week.  Running  up  "Killer 
Hill"  we  worked  on  what  we  knew  would  be  an  edge  against 
the  competition.  The  infamous  hill  on  both  X-C  running 
and  skiing  circuits  has  slain  many  a  competitor,  but  the  SHS 
team  was  ready:  we  had  mentally  eroded  die  hill  into  the 
landscape.  As  soon  as  the  snow  fell  in  buckets,  the  SHS  X- 
C  squad  rushed  to  the  mountain  with  playful  enthusiasm  to 
train  in  the  real  smff  As  soon  as  we  had  a  few  hard  training 
sessions  on  snow  under  our  belts,  we  were  eager  to  take  on 
the  competition.  But  even  when  the  weather  cooperated, 
the  ban  on  extracurricular  activities  by  teachers  in  the  public 
sector  kept  our  competitors  off  the  trails.  Spring-like 
conditions  put  the  GAIAA  race  schedule  out  of  whack. 
However,  we  managed  to  find  snow  up  north  at  \'al-David. 

We  were  back  in  time  to  compete  for  the  GMAA 
banners  but,  alas,  the  competition  was  scarce.  With  only  our 
fellow  teammates  as  competition  (for  the  most  part), 
Selwyn  House  took  every  medal  up  for  grabs  in  boys' 
skiing.  Daniel  Maldoff  took  home  the  gold  for  the 
Juveniles,  Geoffre)'  Dyck  won  silver,  and  1  won  bronze.  On 
the  midget  team,  Daniel  Palardy,  \'alter  Pinchiaroli  and 
Nicholas  Cronin  swept  the  medals,  while  James  Coulton, 


Ian  Matheson  and  Gabriel  Maldoff  did  likewise  for  the 
Bantams.  The  times  were  not  exactiy  course  records,  but 
were  very  respectable,  nonetheless.  On  the  whole,  the 
season  was  fulfilling,  though  one  hopes  for  Mother  Nature 
to  cooperate  better  next  year. 


Vlad  Stepanov,  Jordan  Altman,  and  Chris  Brun  in 
action  on  the  trail. 
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Parent  Volunteers  Honour  Teachers 


Class  Parent  Committee 
Sheri  Diemer  and  Nancy  Moretti,  Coordinators 
The  Class  Parents  worked  very  hard  to  make  this  year's 
Teacher  and  Staff  Appreciation  Week  a  success.  The  event 
lasted  three  davs  and  included  breakfast  and  a  lunch  for  all 
those  who  work  at  SelwTn  House.  On  two  of  the  mornings, 
the  staff  received  a  wide  array  of  baked  goods  dial  parents 
had  provided,  and  then  thev  were  able  to  enjoy  a  \'alentine"s 
Dav  buffet  lunch  hosted  bv  tiie  parents.  In  addition.  Class 
Parents  helped  to  organize  awards  of  appreciation  for  the 
teachers.  Winners  of  the  "Golden  Ciryphon"  awards  were 
voted  on  h\  the  boys  and  presented  during  lunch.  The 
Elementary  awards  were  presented  in  a  very  special 
ceremony,  complete  with  some  very  famous  "celebrities." 
It  was  our  wav  of  saving  thanks  to  all  the  teachers  and  staff 
for  their  hard  work. 

The  Class  Parents  also  made  phone  calls  to  the  parents 
in  their  classes  to  remind  them  about  various  upcoming 
events,  such  as  speakers  and  lectures.  Get-togethers  and 
dinners  are  still  being  organized  by  Class  Parents  per  grade 
to  foster  friendships  and  to  keep  our  ties  strong  as  otir  sons 
progress  through  their  grade  and  we  begin  to  get  ready  for 
the  next  school  year. 

Parent  Support  Committee 
Andrea  McConnell  and  Judi  Fish,  Coordinators 
The  Parent  Support  Committee  continues  to  explore 
new  and  innovative  ways  to  keep  reaching  out  to  Selw\n 
House  parents  in  an  effort  to  address  the  issues  we  face 
daily.  On  February  21,  we  enjoyed  a  lecture  bv  Dr.  Xijia 
Howe,  Professor  of  Early  Childhood  and  Elementary 
Education  with  the  Department  of  Education  at  Concordia 
Universit}'.  Those  attending  learned  about  gender 
differences,  differential  parental  treatment,  and  emotionally 
powerful  relationships.  Dr.  Howe  clarified  for  us  the 
definitions  of  sibling  rivalry  and  sibling  conflict.  We  looked 
at  what  our  expectations  are,  and  how  to  deal  with  the  dav- 
to-day  conflicts  we  have  widi  our  children.  W'e  were  happy 
to  learn  that  these  are  common  problems  in  family  life,  and 
it  was  wonderful  to  take  home  some  practical  solutions.  All 
in  all.  it  was  a  very  helpful  lecture 

We  also  held  a  five-week  parenting  course.  Parents 
enjoyed  the  discussions  with  their  fellow  parents,  and 
expressed  an  interest  in  participating  in  more  workshops. 

On  May  10,  Dr.  Paul  Rossy  will  host  another  book 
discussion.  This  one  will  deal  with  bo(jks  about  boys.  Wt 
would  like  parents  to  bring  in  different  books  on  the  subject 
so  that  everyone  can  share  what  they've  learned.  Selwvn 


The  Valentine's  Day  lunch  during  Teacher 

Appreciation  Week.  Teachers  and  staffers  Marty 

Boyle,  April  Wong,  Roman  Pylat,  Emily  Ritchie  and 

Tim  Peters  take  in  the  feast. 

House  Elementary  School  Director  Gerald  Fallon  and 
School  Counsellor  Minna  Shulman  continue  to  develop  a 
programme  to  deal  with  aU  the  issues  relating  to  the 
prevention  ot  bullying. 

It  is  important  for  us  to  try  to  meet  your  needs.  If  you 
have  any  ideas  for  workshops  or  lecaires  that  you  would 
find  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  would  be  delighted  to 
hear  from  you. 

Community  Service  Committee 

Nora  Burnier  and  Beverly  Rudolph-Zbarsky, 

Coordinators 

The  Communit)-  Service  Committee  is  happy  to  report 
that  the  School  has  received  several  thank  you  letters  from 
organizations  where  students  have  volunteered  their  rime 
and  helped  make  a  difference. 

We   continue   to  gather  and   pro\-ide   information   on 
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Parent  Volunteers 


opportunities  for  Selwyn  House  boys  to  tultHl  their 
objective  of  doing  volunteer  communit}'  work.  Our  plans 
include  making  the  SHS  \"olunteer  Fair  an  annual  event.  We 
hope  to  help  students  get  their  community  service  activities 
off  to  an  early  start  by  holding  the  next  fair  in  September. 
We're  also  planning  to  organize  group  \'isits  to  communit}' 
ser^^ce  organizations  to  give  students  a  clearer  idea  of 
exacdy  how  they  can  get  involved. 

We  thank  Old  Boy  Alan  Rossy  '79  for  his  generous 
contribution  that  allowed  us  to  pro\dde  gift  bags  to  the 
homeless  people  for  whom  the  school  served  a  meal  at 
Christ  C'hurch  Cathedral  in  January.  The  next  meal  is 
scheduled  to  take  place  at  Christ  Church  Cathedral  on 
April  28.  Contributions  from  parents  are  always  welcome, 
as  are  your  ideas  and  suggestions  about  other  communit}- 
sernce  opportuniues  for  Selw)'n  House  boys. 

You  can  contact  us  by  calling  Nora  Burnier  at  486-9217 
or  Beverly  Rudolph-Zbarsky  at  938-5375. 

Social  and  Public  Relations  Committee 
Styvia  Kyres,  Coordinator 

The  Social  and  Public  Relations  Committee  is  currcndy 
planning  some  upcoming  events  at  Selwyn  House.  On  May 
30,  volunteers  wiO  help  welcome  new  parents  to  the  school 
at  the  New  Parents'  Recepdon.  We  are  planning  for  next 
year's  Elementary  School  Picnic  as  well.  Anyone  wishing  to 
attend  any  of  our  meetings  is  always  welcome.  One  of  the 
biggest  and  most  exciting  events  we  have  planned  for 
Spring  2003  is  our  "Celebration  Event."  A  Celebration 
Committee  is  presendy  being  formed,  and  is  in  need  of 
volunteers.  For  a  long  time,  we,  at  SeKv)'n  House,  have  been 
anticipating  the  construction  of  our  new  building,  which 


The  Teacher  Appreciation  Golden  Gryphon  Awards. 

Left:  James  Rossy  congratulates  Jean  Pruneau  for 

being  voted  Most  Valuable  Teacher.  Centre:  Mark 

Esposito  presents  Scott  Morrison  with  the  Best  Facial 

Hair  award.  Right:  Rob  Campbell  presents  the  Most 

Stylish  Teacher  award  to  Pat  Shannon.  Below,  the 

celebrity  hosts  of  the  Awards  Gala,  from  left:  Oliver 

"George  Clooney"  Laroche,  Patrick  "Julia  Roberts" 

Levy,  Luca  "Richard  Gere"  Melnychuk,  and 

Matthew  "Drew  Barry  more"  Vesnaver. 


begins  this  June.  The  Celebration  Event  to  mark  this 
occasion  will  be  an  evening  of  great  entertainment  as  well 
as  a  live  and  silent  auction.  We  are  in  the  process  of 
gathering  ideas  and  planning  this  event.  Anyone  interested 
in  taking  part  is  always  welcome  to  attend  the  committee 
meetings.  We  will  need  a  lot  of  volunteers  to  ensure  its 
success. 
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BOOKENDS 


Foire  du  livres  a  Great  Success 


\^\  N'irtnnia  IxT^uson,  lu:ul  lilir.iiiiin 


Greetings  to  you  all  as 
spring  arrives  at  long 
last,  lust  before  we 
ktt  tor  Spring  Break,  ScKv\  n 
House  Library  played  host  to 
another  colourful  Voire  du 
Liirts  from  our  friends  and 
suppliers  at  Librairie  Monet. 
In  celebration  of  French 
books,  the  Library  was 
decorated  from  top  to  bottom 
with  flyers  and  posters 
featuring  familiar  characters 
such  as  Asterbc  and  Caillou.  It 
seemed  there  was  something 
interesting  to  look  at  and 
perhaps  purchase  at  every 
turn.  Our  thanks  go  to  all  the 
volunteers  who  helped  out  by 
answering  questions  and 
straightening  displays  as  the 
excited  boys  came  through. 

The  Library  purchased  many  new  books  for  our 
collection  and  all  concerned  felt  the  Voire  was  a  success. 
Thanks  to  the  parents  and  other  members  of  the  Selwyn 
House  cominunity  who  \isited  the  Voire. 

In  addition,  the  Library  hosted  author/animatrice 
Johanna  Barrette  {L£S  Moutons  Disetit  No/i.)  earlier  in  the 
month  as  part  of  our  promotion  of 
French  reading.  She  was  delightful 
and  enjoyed  the  friendliness  and 
curiosity  of  the  students  who  came 
to  \nsit.  Our  thanks  to  her  as  well. 

As  April  continues,  we  welcome 
back  Lisbeth  Clemens,  Phd. 
Candidate  from  McGill  Universir\ 
Graduate  School  of  Library  and 
Information  Sciences.  She  was  the  de 
jacto  Mrs.  Ferguson  during  my 
absence  two  years  ago.  She  will  be 
stepping  in  for  me  once  again  when 
I  leave  to  take  up  my  summer  duties 
as  a  volunteer  coordinator  in 
Yosemitc  National  Park  in 
California. 

As  I  mention  this  addition  to 
staff,  let  me  take  a  special  moment 
to  reccjgnize  .Mrs.  Tassy  McFntyre, 
who  has  joined  our  staff  this  year,  to 
replace   Ix)raync  Winn  who  is  on 


Victor  Bui  3B,  Christian  Buchanan  3A,  and 
Philippe  Vennat  3A  at  the  Poire 


sabbatical,  and  also  to  fill  in 
for  me  in  tiie  month  ot 
Septcml)er.  Tassy  has  been 
with  us  as  a  volunteer  for 
many  years  now,  and  she 
continues  to  enhance  our 
operation  with  her  sparkling 
intelligence  and  her  ability  to 
learn  new  systems  in  the  wink 
of  an  eye.  Her  sense  of 
humour  is  one  of  her  most 
valuable  assets,  as  her  laughter 
demonstrated,  when,  as  part 
of  Teacher  Appreciation 
Week,  she  received  a  Golden 
Gryphon  Award  for  being 
"the  lady  with  the  whitest 
hair"  in  the  Library.  Thank 
you,  Tassy,  for  being  so  very 
accommodating  and  such  fun 
to  work  with. 

And  what  can  one  say 
about  Susan  Lord,  SHS  Librarian  Assistant,  that  isn't 
wonderful  and  marvelous?  Susan  runs  things  here  in  the 
Library  when  I  am  away,  and  she  does  it  with  such  grace!  In 
addition  to  being  in  charge  of  all  other  aspects  of  library 
operation,  she  has  been  responsible  for  the  training  of  Mrs. 
McEntvre  and  the  myriad  volunteers  who  have  joined  the 
library  group  this  year.  Without  her, 
the  Library  would  hardly  be  the 
efficient  centre  of  information  and 
reading  delight  demanded  by  the 
Selwyn  House  students  and  staff 
Susan,  trained  at  Concordia  in 
Library  Studies,  has  been  with  us  for 
nearly  ten  years,  first  as  a  volunteer 
and  then,  after  we  spirited  her  away 
from  her  job  at  Dawson  (College 
Library,  as  paid  staff  Thank  you  so 
much,  Susan,  for  your  patience  and 
fortitude. 

Progressive  retirement,  the 
program  I  am  involved  in,  can  be 
very  hard  on  those  left  liehind  to 
pick  up  the  pieces  until  full  staffing 
returns.  As  the  construction  for  the 
new  library  begins,  all  the  library 
team  wiU  become  deeply  involved  in 


Johanna  Barrette 


C.oiiliiiiied  (in  page  27 
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T2P0  L.ong-serving  Staffers  l^eave  SHS 


Xurmand  Brault,  above  on  right,  head 
chef  at  SelwTn  House  School  since 
November,  1988,  recently  left  the 
School  to  work  for  a  retirement  home 
in  Laval.  On  March  6,  staffers  gathered 
to  wish  him  well  as  he  received  a  gift 
from  Headmaster  William  Mitchell.  \Xt 
welcome  Normand's  replacement,  Ziat 
Tabarah  (right). 


On  I'cbruary  28,  Selwyn  House  teachers  and  staff 
assembled  in  the  library  to  say  goodbye  to  retiring  French 
teacher  Lisette  Elbaz,  who  began  teaching  at  Selwyn  House 
in  September  of  1973.  Mme  Elbaz  taught  French  in  the 
Elementary  School,  in  her  later  years  specializing  in 
teacliing  remedial  French  for  students  coming  to  SHS  from 
outside  the  pronnce. 
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Continued  from  page  26 

smoothing  out  all  the  difficulties   and  making  sure  the  a  smooth  transition.  Next  year  at  this  time  we  shall  all  be 

details  are  straight  for  this  exciting  new  Learning  Centre.  AU  trundling  plants,  books,  furniture  and  smffies  around  the 

of  the  team  here  at  the  library  are  working  hard  on  making  new  premises  with  great  glee.  \'ou  are  welcome  to  join  us! 


The  ladies 
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Canadian  National  Robotics  Competition 


"The  Rock"  in  action,  picking  up  letters  from  centre  court  and  placing  them  on  the  grid. 

Below  Selw"sn  House  pilots  Saro  Setraldan  and  Lauren  Storelli  (in  black)  confer  with  the  team  from  College 

Laval.  Bottom:  frantic  repairs  in  the  pits  between  heats.  (See  story  page  16.) 


§  is  just  around  the  corner  at 


w 


CD 


The  Afgyle  Shop 


Summer  Uniform 

Golf  Shirt  -  Boys'  $35;  Men's  $40 
Can  be  worn  starting  May  13 


A<v^  New  Spring  Hours 

^^  r)%  Mondays  7:45  a.m.  -  10:30  a.m. 

^fl.>y<\    ^  Ihursdavs  12:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

>!»-  I  iicsdavs  12:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 


